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WSAVA Q & A
Q:   Do you employ a full-time qualified nutritionist? Appropriate qualifications are either a PhD in animal nutrition or board-certification by the American College of Veterinary Nutrition (ACVN) or the European College of Veterinary Comparative Nutrition (ECVCN). What is this nutritionist’s name and qualifications?

A: All product regulatory information and declarations are evaluated by Dr. David Dzanis, DVM, PhD, DACVN, owner of Regulatory Discretion, Inc.  Dr. David Dzanis is a board certified, veterinary nutritionist.  All formulas are also run through specialized formula software on-site at production facilities and analyzed at 3rd party labs for accurate declarations.

Q: Who formulates your foods and what are his/her credentials?

A: All diets are formulated by Nature’s Logic owner and founder Scott Freeman. Mr. Freeman has more than 25 years of experience in formulating animal diets.  All Nature’s Logic regulatory information and declarations are critically evaluated by board certified veterinary nutritionist David Dzanis, DVM, PhD, DACVN.  All formulas are also run through specialized formula software on-site at production facilities and analyzed at 3rd party labs for accurate declarations.

Q: Are your diets tested using AAFCO feeding trials or by formulation to meet AAFCO nutrient profiles? If the latter, do they meet AAFCO nutrient profiles by formulation or by analysis of the finished product?

A: All diets are tested through AAFCO Feeding Trials and are substantiated for all life stages. 

Q: Where are your foods produced and manufactured?

A: All Nature’s Logic diets are produced and manufactured in the U.S. The main facilities are CJ Foods and Simmons Pet Foods.

Q:  What specific quality control measures do you use to assure the consistency and quality of your ingredients and the end product?

A: All incoming raw material is checked that it meets correct specifications and requirements. As the product is being manufactured, 18 different product data checks are continually done over 40 times to ensure the product is meeting all specifications and guarantees. Then the product is not released for sale until a 3rd party lab analyzes for pathogens.

Q:  Will you provide a complete nutrient analysis for the dog or cat food in question? (Can they provide an average/ typical analysis, not just the guaranteed analysis, which is only the minimums or maximums and not an exact number)? You should be able to ask for any nutrient - e.g. protein, phosphorus, sodium, etc. - and get an exact number. This should ideally be given on an energy basis (i.e. grams per 100 kilocalories or grams per 1,000 kilocalories), rather than on an ‘as fed’ or ‘dry matter’ basis which don’t account for the variable energy density of different foods.

A: A complete dry matter analysis is on our website for each product. Anytime a consumer needs additional information, we can supply it.

Q: What is the caloric value per gram, can, or cup of your foods?

A: Calories are stated on each product packaging.

Q:  What kind of product research has been conducted? Are the results published in peer-reviewed journals?

A: Product research is in the form of multiple AAFCO feeding trials, which are the Gold Standard in the pet food industry.  Results are available on request but are not published in peer-reviewed journals.

In some countries, the AAFCO adequacy statement is included on the label. This statement confirms three important facts:

1. Whether the diet is complete and balanced. All over-the-counter foods should be complete and balanced. If the statement reads ’for intermittent or supplemental use only,’ it is not complete and balanced. That may be acceptable if it is a veterinary therapeutic diet and is being used for a specific purpose - e.g. in a case of severe kidney disease - but should be avoided in over-the-counter pet foods.

· All Nature’s Logic products are substantiated for all life stages. Its cat cans stated intermittent feeding before feeding trials were completed but are being changed to show substantiated by feeding trial on the labels.

2. If the food is complete and balanced, what life stage is it intended? AAFCO provides nutrient profiles and feeding trial requirements for growth, reproduction, and adult maintenance, but not for senior/geriatric pets. A food that is formulated to meet the AAFCO profiles for all life stages must meet the minimum nutrient levels for both growth and adult maintenance.

· Nature’s Logic pet foods have been substantiated for all life stages through repeated AAFCO feeding trials.  Nature’s Logic foods are not formulated only to meet AAFCO standards.  Feeding trial results have consistently met and exceeded AAFCO nutrient requirements.

3. If the food is complete and balanced, how did the company determine this? Labels may include one of two statements regarding nutritional adequacy.

· All Nature’s Logic foods have been proven to be complete and balanced through AAFCO feeding trials.  Also, all Nature’s Logic product regulatory information and declarations have been critically evaluated by a board-certified veterinary nutritionist (Dr. David Dzanis, DVM, PhD, DACVN, owner of Regulatory Discretion, Inc.).
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